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subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park BService certification included
in the nomination documentation.
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Amended Items in Nomination:

Statement of Bignificance: The Period of Significance is amended
to read: 1917.

This information was confirmed with Jay Ziemann of the Arizona
State historic preservation office.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ""N/A" for “‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property Bray/Valenzuela House

historic name _Bray House PART OF: Menlo Park MPS
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 203 N. Grande Avenue [NAnot for publication
city, town Tucson [N Avicinity
state Arizona ‘code AZ county Pima code 019 zip code 85745
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X] private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[] public-local [ ldistrict 1 0] buildings
[1public-State [Csite sites
D public-Federal I:] structure structures

[] object objects

1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Menlo Park listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

l%w( designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
14 nomination O request for determination of eligibility mesls the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opfpien, the propenm not mest the National Register criteria. [CJsee continuation shest.
Lo 284 =1 /5;’ = -
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State'of Federal agency( and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ] see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Dsntered in the National Register.
D See conlinuation sheet.
[Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. E’See continuation sheet.
[CJdetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Jremoved from the National Register.
[other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Dale of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories f. instructions)
Domestic - Single dwelling

Current Functi.  (enter categl ries from mstruchons}
Domestic - Single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundatlon concrete

Prairie ke Yrick
roof flat, lald compositlion
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY

The Bray/Valenzuela house, 203 N. Grande Avenue (Survey #20-11) is an early 20th
century residence located in the Menlo Park Neighborhood, Tucson, Arizona, west of
the city’s central business district and the Santa Cruz River. An example of a
regionally modified, architect designed, Prairie style residence, the Bray/Valenzuela
house represents the late 19th and early 20th century American Movements identified
as a property type in the Menlo Park Neighborhood Survey Area. Situated on its
original lot, the Bray/Valenzuela house faces Grande Avenue, the most important
north-south street in the neighborhood. With minor facade modifications and a new,
sensitive bedroom addition to the rear, the house exhibits a high degree of integrity of
form, massing and materials. The property remains sufficiently unattered to reflect the
original artistry of Prairie style architecture for which it is considered significant.

SITE AND SETTING

The Bray/Valenzuela house is located on lot 17 of Block 3 of the Menlo Park
subdivision, which is the original 65’ X 160’ parcel defined at the time of the 1913
recording. The adjacent lot 16, a 50’ by 150’ parcel to the north, is now part of the
property. Today, 203 N. Grande Avenue is the only historic property on its block which
consists of fourteen lots, two of which are vacant and the rest infill. This reflects the
sluggish growth which occurred in Menlo Park previous to 1941. As seen on the 1919
Sanbom Map of Menlo Park, the residence was surrounded by mostly vacant property
and was placed in a very rural setting.

'CONSTRUCTION

The Bray/Valenzuela house is constructed of buff colored, double brick walls which,
according to the present owner, were not produced locally but imported from Texas.
The foundation is of concrete. The floor, raised above grade, and the flat roof are of

wood frame. The windows are pine casement or fixed sash. The house features
concrete, plaster and stone omamentation.

[X] see continuation sheet
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ORIGINAL APPEARANCE
The following quote appeared in The Arizona Daily Star, May 9, 1917:

“...One of the many handsome residences now in the course of construction in Tucson is that of
architect William Bray, designed and built by himself in Menlo Park. This residence is now
nearing completion and constitutes one of the finest buildings in the exclusive section of the
city. The house is of the Pueblo style with Spanish Renaissance treatment...”

The "Pueblo style with Spanish Renaissance treatment” was possibly the reporter’s
idea or the architect's description of how a residence with such massing and
ornamentation should be classified. The parapet walled silhouette was broken into
distinct masses each reflecting a different interior function, the highest of which
emphasized the living room below. The typical horizontality of the Prairie house was
emphasized by the use of a decorative, egg patterned, plaster-on-burlap frieze
capping the walls, a projecting “visor roof” below the frieze level, broad bands of
multipane and picture window combinations and by the use of window boxes. With
respect to its ornamentation, overhangs and terrace urns, the house displayed
characteristics of the “Sullivanesque” Chicago School and of early Frank Lloyd
Wright. The projecting visor roof was supported by omamental concrete brackets. The
plaster ornamentation of the frieze, which has broken loose over the years,
presumably surrounded the entire house and may have been painted gold. Wood
sash, multipane windows and French doors on the Grande Street facade formed the
entry into a light- filled vestibule. A large picture window, framed with multipane
sidelights and transom served the living room.

ORIGINAL INTERIOR

The 1,475 S.F. house originally had a compact, primarily rectangular floor plan
featuring two bedrooms, one bath, a sun room (vestibule), a formal living room and
dining room, a kitchen with mudroom/pantry and cold room. The more public rooms
faced Grande Avenue while the more private rooms were located to the rear of the
residence. The living room was described as having a “somewhat overscaled feeling”
in The Tucson Citizen, January 17, 1970 (regarding the Heritage Tour sponsored by
the Catalina Junior Women'’s Club). It featured a very high, coved ceiling with a coved
pendant light drop at the center. The ceiling was trimmed with an ornamental, egg
patterned molding. The walls are said to have been painted a light, bright pink. The
fireplace of stone featured carved, three quarter lifesize, classical caryatids serving as
brackets to support the solid stone mantle which was said to weigh 1,200 pounds. The
dining room featured built-in cabinetry to store china.
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CURRENT APPEARANCE AND ALTERATIONS

The alterations over time have been very minor to the Bray/Valenzuela house, with the
exception of a one story, tan brick, parapet walled addition (which includes a master
bedroom/bath/child’s bedroom plus laundry) to the rear in 1988. The addition has
been designed with sensitivity, picking up the lines and character of the original house
without matching materials. The owners attempted to match the original bricks but
found they were no longer available. The main massing of the original house is
otherwise intact. The interior has been restored and the exterior stabilized although the
frieze has not been restored as previously mentioned.



8. Statement of Significance

Certitying official has considered the sig.aficance of this property in relation to other pt. 2rties:
[]nationally [Istatewide  [X]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ _JA []8 [EJc [
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [18 [Jc [o [Je [r [la

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ‘ 1905-1941 1917

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder | .
Bray, William (architect)

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Bray/Valenzuela house, constructed in 1917 by architect and owner, William
Bray, is locally significant under National Register Criterion C as an excellent,
regionally modified example of the Prairie architectural style. It represents the late 19th
and early 20th century American Movements in the Menlo Park Neighborhood Survey
Area. It is significant for its contribution to architectural development in Tucson from
1905 to 1941. Being the most elaborate residence in the Menlo Park Neighborhood,
203 N. Grande is the only example of this style in the Survey Area and a rare and
unusual example regionally. Considered one of the finest residences of its day in
Tucson, the Bray/Valenzuela house has been featured in newspaper articles, on
Heritage Tours and was one of the residences inventoried in 1969 by the Tucson
Historic Sites Committee. With minor facade modifications and a discreet addition to
the rear, the house reflects a high degree of architectural integrity and is in very good
condition.

CHAIN OF OWNERSHIP -

According to a Bargain and Sale Deed of November, 1916, William Bray purchased lot
17 of Block 3 in the Menlo Park Subdivision from Pima Realty Co. The construction of
the house was nearly complete by May 1917. According to records at Ticor Title
Insurance, Mr. Bray sold the property in 1922 to Kathryn Atkinson, who purchased lot
16 probably around 1926 and who then sold the property to Thomas G. Valenzuela in
1966. At the time of this purchase, the property had stood vacant for approximately a
decade and had earned the title of "haunted house” by the neighborhood children.
The current owners, Robert Valenzuela (son of Thomas G. Valenzuela) and [ssa
- Valenzuela, have occupied the house since the 1980's.

E] See continuation sheet



NP8 Form 10-800-a Okd Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __8 Page __2

WORKMANSHIP

The Bray/Valenzuela house exhibits its original high level of design, material and
workmanship. Architect William Bray was originally from England, as was his wife
Kate. The couple had four children, three boys and a girl, and resided at 203 North
Grande for approximately five years before the family moved to northern California.
Little is known about William Bray except that he is said to have practiced with the
Place and Place group, a well known architectural firm in Tucson. The May 9, 1917
Arizona Daily Star article indicates that he was a well-known Tucson architect in his
day. His wife is said to have had a brother, a master of the plaster trade, who was
responsible for the omamental plaster work in the residence. According to a letter from
William V. Bray, the son of the architect, dated April 10, 1972, the ornamental stone
work was designed by his father and manufactured by the Watkins Stone & Staff Co. of
Tucson. The gentleman the architect hired to assemble the fireplace was named
Valenzuela and had the nickname "Shorty."

INTEGRITY

Other than the sensitive addition to the rear, there have been no substantive changes
to the Bray/Valenzuela house which remains an excellent example of a regionally

modified Prairie Style house, unique in the Menlo Park Neighborhood and rare in
Tucson and regionally.



9. Major Bibliographical Referenc.s

The Arigzona Daily Star, May 9, 1917

Bargain & Sale Deed between Pima Realty Co. and William Bray, Nov. 1916
Historical Summary, Tucson Historic Sites Committee, 1969

Interview with Alice Babby, October, 1990

Interview with Issa Valenzuela, October, 1990

Letters from William V. Bray to Mr. & Mrs. Valenzuela, April 10, 1972
Tucson Daily Citizen, January 17, 1970

[[Jsee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested iX_—]Stala historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register DOther State agency
I:] previously determined eligible by the National Register r__] Federal agency
l:ldesignaled a National Historic Landmark DLocal government
[:]recorded by Historic American Buildings [Juniversity
Survey # [CJother
[Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 1€ss than 1

UTM References

AlL2 [510,111,0,0 315165001200 -3 T I T T I I I A

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o3 I I I T AT I O B A >3 [T Y I I R I I O

DSae continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nomlnated property are the same as those of tax

parcel number 116-18-037A, further described as lots 17 & 17, block 3
of the Menlo Park Subdivision

[Isee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the 65' X 160' parcel, lot 17, and the 50' X 150°'

parcel, lot 16, as orlglnally platted. This is the present and historic
extent of the proPerty

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Janet Strittmatter, Project Coordinator
organization __Johns & Strittmatter Inc. daeebruary 9, 1995
street & number2960 N. Swan, Suite 217 telephone (_ 602) 325-2591

city or town ____Tucson state _Arizona zip code 85712
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lliam Bray, Wellknown Tueson Architect

Residence Bei
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¢ Bix-rouin esidenee,
e, between Firth awi Feurth
vOE1B00;  Alrs., Wirinen Huerta,
F. G. Valznzucla, huiidar

A, Apartiaciat  house,  fourteen
Eaths and porches. Inick  and
“iwt street between First  and
avenues, BR2000; N, A, 'enuing-
ner and bulider.

I. “ Threa-roomn adnbe, for store
1rpores, Scevenlh avenue bLetween

-

Llaxy Saee

first and Twenty-sccond streets, |

wrtin Felix., owner "and builder.
3. Brirh nnd Lonerete —r-.u'llrrﬂ,
venue between Thiid and Fourth
rix rooms, porch and bath, $3000;
\limlaga, owner, Harry Scott, de-
ad huilder,

1 the muany handsdame resilencees

'3"“ nyhew ?: vm?-u of constiructio n-n "1' iesnn

Lovhitect Wil

ST B L1 1 EPTI AL LI TR I Y 7
park. This residence = now earing
ompiction, and constiiuive il o Jle

fincet refidences In the exclusive seciion
or the city.

The house is In  pueblo type, with
Spanish; renalssance treatnient. It is
buill of pressed brick and artifivial stone.
The interior finish is of especial bLeauty.
One of the features of tie interinr is a
mantel of artlficial stone, with columns
censisting of two J-4 life =ize waryatids,
f=upporting a solid stone mante! shelf
wei::hing_: 120 peunds,

{ i
nis bean brokem oV ~2'south end of the
mresent hetel Ij\"l"%; and the work of
avenvntine iy Ll'?'l"lr\mb,resxsing rapldiy.
Lannail! e WS Sz pia-Rlta—mgrts
to have e witg -finpleted in tlme for
tourist trade nexi wiater. The new wing
which will bwe viv wr seven storics in
height, with a feddation suftiicent to
rastain  three addd®nal stories  when
needed, will bring e ecapacity of the
hotel up to 3IM Zuiecst rooms.

Anoiher bullding: -roject begun within
the last ten davs 1L erection of a new
$10,000 undertiking ! stublishment by Ar-
turc Carrillo, propi‘etor of the Tucson
1'ndertaking comnm*’, This bullding. lo-

Among the various bi. building pro-:
jecls for Tuesen during tlie pre=ent year
onc actually to begin work within the
last few dave, iz the proposed new $175.-
Ny wing to the S8anta Rita hotel. Ground :

cated at the south ™nd of the block in

'Stone avenue in wi'th the present build-

ing of the compam_\_ stundg, is expected
ta be ready for ofT_rlmm.\' within three
mon“he, P
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with any wdvances nllowed in the
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asl were hieord vesterday,

. TO 'RECOVER AUTC—Ehal
proprietor of the Dlus i - Auta
Ieft yemlenlay for Nerales, Lo

Buick antmnoblle wh o Lia goll

ih a0 tooa M oghoe o (e -

i oplvr, The  exicm ix ae el
ng aff thy oo Dile T Nozales,

ving avrovs e line, On his re-

vo1hir shle he was arrested by

s officers  wlw alsg 1ecovired the

"Renindy For Wleeplng Cough,

wi

e it le by had
mitve him e
owrites Mew, J,
il

erowien

Lanis e Znaam

DEFERSE ReADS
10 BE blks
AT LDl

| uliL

Gov. Cmuplwll. Capt. Green-
vay and Dwight D. Tleard
\\’iil Address  Luncheon
Club; Chaanber to Be TTost |

]

1

.
i

‘:1m:'*'

a1 HOL
GRAHD - LODGE
FSPTE VAR

Will Be in "'iw Nature of
Monster PPr

stration,

riotic Demon-
Sers Grand Ex-
alled Rules: #1000 Prizes

1

Our custom
every facili
* loan.

At no expe:
It is your p:

The Sout
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country comecs lLefore our order

“It I8 perfeclly celar that, w
nation Is the richest and most
in the, world, and that while the
ism is not now thoruvuzhly arou
these riclies and power are not [
pared to certalnly prevall in a
with other stronz nations. Her
that our, country's leaders are
thelr energies to arousing this «
ratriotlsm Inlo action and ma
resources fitled for the Lasks
beforo us.

“The Order of Elks is nol -
freat Amerfean order, but It fx
practical order, and we khould o
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215 Ko. Kenwood St.
Apt. 207

Glerénle, Ca. 81206
April 10, 1872

Univerzity of frizonn
Collrpn of Architectyra
Pageas Evisrnn ET7CD

a

Ettrn:  Arizora St-te Landoawt Comsit
Stzte Perizter of Historic Si

Gerilrmon:

Vith refersnce to the "Bray Housze'", located at 203 No. frard hve,,
fenle Favk, Tecior, Arirona, new cwrad by the Valentuela family, there
eevr to ha son nitcinforsstlien abeut the history of this houce, which

1 wiirld 1ike to coraec®,

«\" 1!-

ts you ean sne by the zorox copy of the Arizene Daily Star,
Moy €, 1917, an? the nerarrznh ortlinad in red pencil, the housz was

desiznas T my fether, William Erav, well-known Tucson erchi-
toct,  The line where the payer vas folded rends, "One of the many
honde enn resii{;c‘a now in cevesc of constructies, in Tueson, by well-
knewn Architest, William Bray, desirned and built by himeelf in Nenlo
Park". Yeu will ~no note that the house was nesring completion irn

€

bl - '!.\ -

- - a ¢

liay of 2717, wher_o=, your racerds chow 1922, (I beliewe the FERNG V- Tal b
co—vany r.ay have a recoréd eof thi ssuc. in their archives so you may
substentiste this infomaaticn. )

£1the 1 was 13 yeurs olé when our family moved to Californiz, I

am srree Thors was no ", C, Trost? ever mentionod in connection with

the heuse,

All of th2 cornamcntal rtonowork was desipned by mv father and manu-
facturad by the "Watkine Stor2 & Staff Co.", of Tucson, owhed and operzied
by Mr, 834 Watkinrs,

-

Hoping this information wil) he of some valua to vou in your recorcs,
I remsin, '

Very truly vours,

Wiliiam V. Bray

Enrlosurss



aafa[ina gumlo'z Woman's éfué
Tucson, Hrizona
December 30, 1969

Mr. % Mrs. Thomas G, Valenzuela
203 N, Grzande
Tucson, Arizona

Dear Mr. % Mrs. Valenzuela;

The time is drawing near for the annual Tucson Heri-
tage Tour, sponsored by our organization, This
year's Tour will be Sunday, Jenuary 25, 1970, from
1:00 to 5:00 P.M., The total proceeds from the Tour
are contributed to the Heritage Foundation for the
oreservation of historic sites here in our town.

I understand that your home 1is one of the most his-
toric homes in Tucson and is in an excellent state
of preservation. e would be most happy if you
would consent to letting us‘show your home as part
of the Tour. Your home would be fully staffed by
hostesses from our Club who would see to the safety
end nrotection of the home. Your consideration and
generosivy &arc grootly needed at this time to assure
a Tour as successful as those in the past Tive years.
have been.

I will personally contact you as to your decision, - -
I am enclosing last year's brochure for your infor-

mation.

Sincerely yours
5 / ) Yo B
. (. (Hﬂ/,m,;_,g;m?;y‘

!
¥rs. C. Ameling
H eritage Tour Chairman

M. sl 750 FOCelmiaTor
Sb36 Joul, el A
Fowtlev ,Ealef 93625

Qliirt . Ednisltii  (Olie M. Eiay )
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Menlo Park Nelghborhood Asseciation

Prepared for:
February, 1971
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